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A b i d  o f f e r i n g  a 30-day acceptance p e r i o d ,  
r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  6 0  d a y s  r e q u i r e d  by t h e  
i n v i t a t i o n  f o r  b i d s ,  mus t  be r e j e c t e d  a s  
n o n r e s p o n s i v e .  

S c i e n c e  and Technology A p p l i c a t i o n s ,  Co.  p r o t e s t s  
t h e  N a t i o n a l  A e r o n a u t i c s  and Space  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  
r e j e c t i o n  o f  i t s  b i d  u n d e r  i n v i t a t i o n  f o r  b i d s  IJo. 
5-11301/027 f o r  m a i n t e n a n c e  and r e p a i r  of a i r  c o n d i -  
t i o n i n g ,  a i r  h a n d l i n g ,  v e n t i l a t i o n ,  and  i n d u c t i o n  
u n i t s  a t  t h e  Goddard Space  F l i g h t  C e n t e r .  The agency  
r e j e c t e d  t h e  b i d  as  n o n r e s p o n s i v e  because i t  o f f e r e d  
o n l y  a 30-day a c c e p t a n c e  p e r i o d  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  60-day 
a c c e p t a n c e  period r equ i r ed  by t h e  s o l i c i t a t i o n .  We deny 
t h e  p ro tes t .  

S c i e n c e  and Techno logy  c o n t e n d s  t h a t  i ts  i n s e r t i o n  
of t h e  30-day a c c e p t a n c e  p e r i o d - - i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  90-day 
p e r i o d  i t  intended--was a c ler ica l  error w h i c h  i t  s h o u l d  
be allowed t o  correct. 

We d o  n o t  a g r e e .  We have  h e l d  t h a t  where ,  as  h e r e ,  
an  i n v i t a t i o n  requires t h a t  a b i d  r e m a i n  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  
a c c e p t a n c e  by t h e  government  f o r  a p r e s c r i b e d  p e r i o d ,  
t h e  b i d d e r ' s  f a i l u r e  t o  meet t h i s  r e q u i r e m e n t  r e n d e r s  
t h e  b i d  n o n r e s p o n s i v e .  Miles Netal- C o r p o r a t i o n ,  ._I 54  
Comp. Gen. 750 (1975), 73-1 C P D  1 4 5 .  T o  allow otherwise 
wouid a f f o r d  t h e  b i d d e r  an  u n f a i r  a d v a n t a g e  o v e r  i t s  
competitors b e c a u s e  t h e  b i d d e r  would have  t h e  o p t i o n  o f  
r e f u s i n g  t h e  award i f ,  f o r  example ,  u n a n t i c i p a t e d  m a r k e t  
f l u c t u a t i o n s  o c c u r r e d .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand ,  b i d d e r s  com- 
p l y i n g  w i t h  t h e  r e q u i r e d  a c c e p t a n c e  p e r i o d  a re  bound by 
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t h e  Governmen t ' s  a c c e p t a n c e  w i t h i n  t h e  t i m e  s t a t e d  i n  t h e  
i n v i t a t i o n ,  - I d .  NASA t h e r e f o r e  p r o p e r l y  r e j e c t e d  t h e  b i d ,  

The protest  is  summar i ly  d e n i e d .  
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